THE NATURE OF POLITICAL THEORY
with meaning well, and were also resolute to think
clearly.
Just the same dispute occurs over political theory.
The demand for Business Government is one expression
of the so-called practical man's attitude. In his passion
for ' getting things done ' he demands the substitution
of company-promoters for statesmen ; this, it is sup-
posed, will lead to rapid decisions and firm government.
Now nobody in his senses wants slow decisions and weak
government, but what every sane man wants is the wise
decision. And wise decisions have no necessary con-
nexion with 'getting things done'. The trouble is
that the people who specialize in getting things done so
rarely know what sort of things to do. That is because
they are not statesmen ; they have no philosophy, no
scheme of moral values. When it comes to framing
a policy, they turn not to the first principles that govern
society, but to the source of their momentary power—
the man in the street. And they legislate in obedience
to the popular catchword. Like the unthoughtful
moralist they rely upon tradition and haphazard sug-
gestion. So doing, they may sometimes strike the right
line, but their success is a matter of luck. A natural
bent for political theory may not necessarily produce a
good statesman, but the habit of reading and reflecting
on the relations of man and society can certainly do no
harm. The demand for Business Government is the
demand for the demoralization of politics in the strictest
sense of the word. It is a confusion of non-moral
economics with the essentially moral task of states-
manship.
The argument that political theory is impractical
is based on a complete illusion. The fact that some
philosophers procrastinate is no more a reason for
condemning philosophy than the fact that some bald

